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Why are Wildfires a Threat to Douglas County?

Fires are a natural part of the ecosystem in Oregon. However, wildfires can present
a substantial hazard to life and property in growing communities. There are potential
for losses due to wildland/urban interface fires in Douglas County.

The forest comprises approximately 90% of Douglas County. Douglas County's
forests play an important role in the economy of the county, as well as surround it's
residents homes and businesses. Wildfire is serious threat to the well belpg and
quality of life in the Umpqua Valley.

Douglas County Fires, 2008

Recent fire seasons have been the most severe in the history of Oregon. Douglas
County has been at the forefront of these more severe fire seasons. In the past 10
years, Dougals County has seen years where 136 fires were suppressed that burned
832 acres of Private, County, State and Bureau of Land Management land, and over
88,000 acres bumed within the Umpqua National Forest. Annual fire per Kear
averages for the DFPA have been approximately 88 fires and which consumed 317
acres. Prior to 2002, the worst fire season was in 1917 when 245 fires sdorched
36,597 acres. Over 30,000 acres also burmed in 1987 as a result of 179 fi res

Table 8-1. US Forest Service reported fire statistics for 2002

Incident Name Size (acres) Personnel  Structures Lost
Biscuit 500,068 3,221 13

Tiller Complex 66,355 1,785 0

Apple 10,200 1,129 0

Source: United States Forest Service

Apple (Umpqua National Forest): This fire
was 21 miles east of Glide, and encompassed
9,800 acres. Twenty residences were
threatened.

Tiller Complex (Umpqua National Forest):
Fire at 75 percent contained. This 65,824-acre
fire, consists of eight large and many small
fires, is on the Tiller Ranger District and in the
Rogue-Umpqua Divide Wildemess Area, 25

California

miles east of Canyonville. Sixty-seven )

residences were threatened. Satellite Photo taken 8/13/02 of Tiller
Complex and Biscuit Fire. Source:

Biscuit Fire (Siskiyou National Forest): This [ Wildfire News.

fire cost more than $150 million to fight, and was located in southern Oregon and
northern California. The fire began on July 13, 2002 and reached 500,023 acres-in
August 2002. Estimated to be The Nation’s largest wildfire in recorded history, the
Biscuit Fire encompasses most of the Kalmiopsis Wnlderness The boundary-of the
Biscuit Fire stretches from 10 miles east of the coastal community of Brookings;
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Oregon; south into northern California; east to the lllinois Valley; and north to within
. a few miles of the Rogue River. There were 274 structures threatened by this fire.
Four residences and nine outbuildings were lost.

Historic Fires in Oregon

In 2002, Southern Oregon's devastating Biscuit Fire became costliest fire in U.S.
history, at $154 million, burning over 500,000 acres. Large and destructive wildfires
have occurred throughout recorded history in Oregon. Table 8-2 lists the major
wildfires that occurred in Oregon between 1848 and 1966.

Table 8-2a. Large Historic Fires in Oregon (1848-1966)

Year Fire # of Acres Burned
1848 Nestucca 290,000
1849 Siletz 800,000
1853 Yaquina 482,000
1865 Silverton 988,000
1868 Coos Bay 296,000
1933 Tillamook 240,000
1936 Bandon 143,000
1939 Saddle Mountain 190,000
1945 Wilson River/Salmonberry 180,000
1951 North Fork/Elkhorn 33,000
1966 Oxbow 44,000

Source: “Atlas of Oregon,” William G. Loy, et al, University of Oregon Books, 1976. Oregon Department of Forestry,
“Tillamook Burn to Tillamook State Forest,” revised 1993.

Table 8-2b. Large Historic Fires in Douglas County (Douglas Forest
. Protective Association Administered Lands) (1956-2001)

DOUGLAS FOREST PROTECTIVE ASSULIATION

HETORY OF FIRES

AVG 333 132387 2570 47678

Source: 2002 Douglas Forest Protective Association Cooperators Fire Operations Plan

. During the 2000 fire season, more than 7.5 million acres of public and private lands
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burned in the US, resulting in loss of property, damage to resources, and bisruption
of community services. In 2000, taxpayers spent more than $1.6 billion to lcombat
90,000 fires nationwide. Many of these fires burned in wildland/urban inteHace areas
and exceeded the fire suppression capabilities of those areas.

The magnitude of the 2000 fires is the result of two primary factors: (1) severe
drought, accompanied by a series of storms that produce thousands of Iightning
strikes and windy conditions; and (2) the buildup of brush and small diameter trees in
the nation's forests and rangelands. Table 8-3 illustrates fire suppression ¢costs for
state, private, and federal lands protected by the Oregon Department of Forestry
(ODF) between 1985 and 2000. i

Table 8-3a. Fire Suppression Costs in Oregon 1985-2000*

Year Suppression Costs in Dollars |
1985 3,268,644 * Fire Suppression Costs include ONLY costs spent
1986 5,847,018 fighting fires; training and readiness costs!are not

1987 32,080,746 included in these figures |

1988 13,192,596

1989 6,394,593

1990 8,279,974

1991 5,381,192

1992 17,000,000

1993 4,023,033

1994 21,100,000

1995 4,360,349

1996 5,066,227

1997 1,210,692

1998 2,056,343

1999 5,320,555

2000 5,750,862

Source: Oregon Department of Forestry: hitp://www.odf.state.or.us *Figures apply to the 15.8 }’nillion acres
of state, private, and federal lands protected by ODF.

Table 8-3a. Fire Suppression Costs in Douglas Forest Protective (
Association Area of Douglas County 1998-2002*

Year Suppression Costs | Fire Damages * Fire Suppression Costs include ONLY costs spent
1998 | $408,976 $165,958 fighting fires; training and readiness costs are not
1999 [ $150,333 $88,124 included in these figures

2000 | $163,154 N/A

2001 | $589,925 $154,175

2002 | $1.376,293 $624,679

Source: 2002 Douglas Forest Protective Association Cooperators Fire Operations Plan

Wildfire Characteristics
There are three categories of interface fire: ;
¢ The classic wildland/urban interface exists where well-defined urbfm and
suburban development presses up against open expanses of wildland areas;
¢ The mixed wildland/urban interface is characterized by isolated hames,
subdivisions, and small communities situated predominantly in wildland
settings; and ,
e The occluded wildland/urban interface exists where islands of wildland
vegetation occur inside a largely urbanized area.
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