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BACKGROUND AND DESCRIPTION

The Douglas County Hazard Analysis was first developed in July 1984, by a joint effort
. of the Douglas County Sheriff's Office, Emergency Management Division and the

Douglas County Planning Department. The process was revised in February 1991,

June of 1995, and March 2003.

The 2003 revision and this 2008 update, established two separate analyses: one
document covers the central portion of Douglas County (east from a point near of
Scottsburg) and is called the Central Douglas County Hazard Analysis. The other
analysis covers the coastal section of Douglas County (from the coast to a point just
west of Scottsburg) and is called the Coastal Douglas County Hazard Analysis. The
dividing line for the two sections is essentially the “head of tide” of both the Smith River
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and the Umpgua River (see map below).
The separation of the coastal from the central hazard analysis was done after a review

of the hazard ratings. We found that coastal hazards were severe to the coastal
population, but ended up with almost no ranking due to the population from the central
area that were not at risk, thus skewing the ranking in favor of only the central area.
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A hazard analysis is a planning process that is essential to insure effectiie mitigation of
hazards and efficient recovery from events. A hazard is viewed as a situation or event
having the potential for doing damage to life, property, resources, and the environment.
The hazard analysis provides information, assists in management decisions, and is
designed to encourage local government to meet previously unmet emergency
management procedures. Further, a hazard analysis strives to raise the level of
understanding of local officials and citizens in the area of measures to prevent or
mitigate hazard events.

It is the intent of this document to report findings, rank hazards and provide quantitative
information for future emergency management program decisions.

GEOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION
Douglas County is located in Southwest Oregon and runs from the Pacifig Ocean to the
crest of the Cascade Mountain Range. Douglas County comprises 3,240/360 acres
(5,071 square miles) and is the fifth largest county in Oregon. Timberlands, farm forest
and agricultural lands comprise 98% of the county, of which 50% is owned by the
federal government. Residential, industrial or land within urban growth boundaries
make up the other 2% of land within Douglas County. Approximately 25-30% of the
labor force is employed in the forest products industry. The population of| Douglas
County is 104,675 (Per Portland State CPRC projections) (coastal section population
6,413 and central county section population 98,262). The county seat is Roseburg
which is centrally located in the central valley of the county, with a population of
21,255, it is the largest city in the county. Over one-half of the county population live
outside of the 12 incorporated cities.

Douglas County is traversed by Interstate 5 and the Central Oregon & Pacific Railroad
in a north south direction. Other major highways in Douglas County are State
Highways 38, 42, 99, 138, and County Road 1. The boundaries of the county coincide
with the Umpqua Basin Watershed. The Umpqua River System runs throughout the
county and often parallel to the major road network. The largest collections of
population are also along or near the road and river network.

Douglas County is part of four geologic provinces which are éharacterized by complex
and rugged topography, unique soils groups, deep and narrow valleys, and which
impact all activities of residents of the county. The physical setting of the county plays
an important role in the hazard analysis process. [

The county is bordered on the west by Coos County and the Pacific Ocean; to the
north by Lane County; Klamath County to the east; and Josephine and Jackson
counties to the south.

Major cities in the region are Roseburg, Eugene, seventy miles to the north and
Medford, ninety miles to the south, both out of the county.
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